Chlamydial infection of mothers and their infants.
In 340 women, cultured prospectively during their pregnancies, the rate of infection with Chlamydia trachomatis was 8.8%. The women with positive cultures tended to be younger and more often single and black than their counterparts with negative cultures. There were no statistically significant clinical differences between the two groups. Eighteen children born to Chlamydia culture-positive women and 16 born to negative women were followed for nine months to examine the potential effects of maternal infection on infant growth, development, and illness. Eleven of 18 study patients had culture or tear antibody evidence of Chlamydia infection, as opposed to one of the control subjects (P = 0.00093). Eight of these 11 had clinical conjunctivitis, and two of the eight developed pneumonia. Growth retardation and developmental abnormalities were not detected in either group. It is concluded that maternal carriage of C. trachomatis is associated with a high incidence of clinical illness in the offspring.